
Top Ten ArTs-In-ed progrAms for ocTober

Favorite programs among Suffolk school districts

Title Artist/Art Organization Website Target Audience

The Book From Writer To Reader Ballyhoo Bookworks Inc. www.brianheinz.com K-12

Challenge Day Challenge Day www.challengeday.org 7-12, Prof Dev.

The Legend of Sleepy Hollow Encore Performing Arts  www.encoreperforming.com K-5
    by TSF Productions

Be a Scientist State of Matter LI Science Center www.lisciencenter.org 1-12, Prof Dev.

Skeleton Bones and Pumpkin Pie Jay Mankita  www.jaymankita.com Pre K-6
    – Halloween Concert

Rachel’s Challenge Rachel’s Challenge www.rachelschallenge.org K-12

Ryan’s Story Ryan’s Story Presentation LTD. www.ryanpatrickhalligan.org 5-12

Native Life Classroom Workshop S.C. Archaeological Association www.scaa-ny.org K-8

Power of One Soren Bennick Productions Inc. www.sorenbennick.com K-8

Storytelling, Fall Exhibits, & Education Woodside Nursery www.woodsidenurseryandgarden.com PreK-5

DISTRICT STARS
Here is some of the recent feedback we’ve received for Arts-in-Education and Exploratory Enrichment programs. Your online evaluations are an 
invaluable resource for Eastern Suffolk school districts. Thanks so much to the following ‘district stars’ for sharing their views.

A World Mosaic of Music and Dance by Richard Stillman – Encore Performing Arts 
Mr. Stillman presented an excellent show. The students were engaged the entire time. They really enjoyed his presentation of all the musical 
instruments. His explanation of where these instruments were from was very appropriate for primary grade students. For the adults in the audience, 
his proficiency on so many instruments was amazing. He even danced for us. Thank you for bringing us this truly wonderful show. – Mary Fazio, 
primary teacher, Wood Park School, Commack

New Website for ES BOCES Arts in Education
Welcome to the 2014-15 school year!  

Over the summer, the ESBOCES Arts-in-Education website was updated.  
Our new web address is

http://artsined.esboces.org/
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A Day in Clay – Undercurrent Designs
Students were given a wonderful opportunity to learn about the artistic style and techniques of African art. The teacher was very articulate, thorough 
and had excellent classroom management. Students walked away with a beautiful mask and an understanding of the historical connection between 
art and African culture. I would recommend this program to any school! – Andria McLaughlin, art teacher, West Side School, art chairperson, Grades 
K-12, Cold Spring Harbor
This program was also presented in Central Islip, Comsewogue, and Middle Country.

Young American Writers Project – Stony Brook University
The program underscores elements of narrative and drama in a collaborative design. It emphasizes narrative and dramatic writing skills, and 
gives students who partake in the staging of the selected play an unusual, exciting opportunity to experience all aspects of a professional theater 
production. – Tom House, English teacher, Bridgehampton MS, Bridgehampton  

Sonic Sounds – Mad Science of LI-Zoda
This program enhanced our study of the five senses. Through a fun, engaging, and hands-on experiences, the children received a deeper 
understanding of how sound works. We divided our gymnasium in half and used one half as our workshop location. However, this location was  
not ideal. This type of workshop would be suited to a classroom. – Danielle Sirico, kindergarten teacher, Clayton Huey ES, Center Moriches
This program correlates with our Five Senses Domain. The children used their background knowledge to answer many of the presenter’s questions.  
It was a wonderful experience for my kindergartners. They loved it! – Sandra Larsen, kindergarten teacher, Clayton Huey ES, Center Moriches
Shoreham/Wading River students also participated in this program.

Presenting Mr. Frederick Douglass – Fremarjo Enterprises
This presentation supports February’s Black History Month unit. We have a very diverse population with varying income levels and some of our 
students do not get to experience live theatre. This is an excellent opportunity for that population. – Marianne Morgan, grade 6 teacher, Longwood 
MS, Longwood 

This program helps students envision the setting and events related to Frederick Douglass. It’s as if they were truly there. The program supports our 
work in reading and writing by understanding character traits, obstacles characters overcome, and achievements in their lives. – Denise Pellicane, 
grade 6 teacher, Longwood MS, Longwood

Our students really get a sense of the slave experience, which is a part of the seventh grade social studies curriculum. Additionally, Mr. Morsell 
addresses self-worth with the students – a very important topic for middle school children. This is an outstanding program. Mr. Morsell has been 
portraying Frederick Douglass in our middle school for about five years, and he has always been well received by the students. Anyone who can  
keep the attention of seventh graders for 2 hours must be excellent. – Susan Haske, Principal, James Wilson Young MS, Bayport/Blue Point

Be a District Star…
and advocate for your Arts-in-Education programs! Your school can be featured in District Stars. Just submit an online evaluation for recent arts-

in-education and exploratory enrichment programs. In addition, we encourage schools to send us a summary paragraph, describing the program’s 

impact on student learning and curriculum connection, and/or a digital photo to Carol Brown at cbrown@esboces.org

Suffolk ArtS NewS

Arts in Ed Advisory Council Meeting
The September Arts in Ed Advisory Council meeting had something 
for everyone, from background information on PARCC (Partnership for 
Assessment of Readiness for College and Career) and its relationship to 
Arts Education, to the Suffolk County Historical Society’s Mobile Museum.

After an introduction to the 2014-15 school year by Advisory Council 
Co-Chairs Jon Lasher and Diana Cook and an update on all things Arts in 
Ed, Bruce Taylor, author of Common Sense Arts Standards:  How the Arts 
Can Thrive in an Era of Common Core, Skyped in with us from Chicago 
to give background and support for teaching and learning in and through 
the arts. District Coordinators each received a copy of his book (contact 

the AIE office for your 
copy if you were unable 
to attend). He gave 
strategies for teaching 
without having to “teach 
to the test.”

This was followed by a 
workshop aligned to arts 
integration with teaching 
artist Paul Rodriguez 
(Rodro), showing lessons 
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NAtioNAl Aie NewS

NY StAte ArtS NewS

Liberal Arts-Related Job Offers on the Rise
The percent of college seniors receiving at least one job offer increased 
in 2014 from the year before. Specifically, there was a 2% increase in 
2014 to nearly 48%, reports the National Association of Colleges and 
Employers. According to a recent US News and World Report article, 
the increase is due to a “stronger-than-expected” job placement 

for graduates with liberal arts degrees. Between 2013 and 2014, 
the fields of visual and performing arts showed the greatest increase  
(15.4%) compared with environmental science (7.5%) and mathematics 
(6.8%). To read more, visit http://www.usnews.com/news/college-of-
tomorrow/articles/2014/09/22/there-is-value-in-liberal-arts-education-
employers-say

On the Road to Graduation:  NY State Pathways Update
The NY State Board of Regents has released “Pathways to Graduation,” 
a proposal offering current requirements and options for high school 
graduation. The document discusses the rationale behind the creation 
of pathways as well as lists the goals. Specifically, the pathways to 
graduation, which are grounded in the Common Core, intend to “engage 
all students” as the move forward to postsecondary education and/or 
career training.” Under this plan, students will have the opportunity to 

choose a specific pathway and demonstrate competency. The current 
version of the “Pathways to Graduation” document stresses that students 
of all levels of achievement will be engaged. Moreover, the pathways 
will “offer students an opportunity to explore arts, humanities, science, 
technology, math, and careers.” Moving forward, the Regents will have 
to approve the multiple pathways (possible in October), draft regulations 
and solicit public comments. To review the current document, visit http://
www.regents.nysed.gov/meetings/2014/September2014/Pathways.pdf

learned by the now sunsetting US Department of Ed Arts Ed (AEMDD) 
grant received by Eastern Suffolk BOCES Arts in Ed four years ago. 
Participants learned about the free dissemination workshops the ESB 
Arts in Ed office is offering under Creative Classroom Collaboratives 
(C3). Everyone participated in one of the STEAM residency activities that 
were used to prep students both for a performance by the string trio 
from Vancouver, Infinitus, and for the 4th grade Science assessment. 
The group problem solved, became gears, and danced their way to an 
understanding of simple machines. Call the Arts in Ed office to schedule 
a workshop in your elementary schools.

The two mobile buses outside 
the meeting space then 
opened their doors to both the 
attendees and to the science 
and vocational students who 
attend the Gary D. Bixhorn 
Career Tech Ed school. NYIT’s 
Stan Silverman explained the 
tech ‘toys’ and processes his 
Education Enterprise Zone 
brings to schools in a van, 
complete with a 3-D printer, 
3-D programs and monitors, 
robots and more! The second 
bus houses a mobile exhibit 
from the Suffolk County 
Historical Society.

Rene Suprina, President of Suffolk NYSCAME, announced the 2nd Annual 
Superintendent Conference Day Suffolk County Symposium Day for Music 
Educators to be held in Commack on Nov. 4th. It is free to those districts 
who participate in NYSCAME’s Professional Development program. Others 
are eligible to attend for a modest fee. See Calendar for more details.

Contact the Arts in Ed office for more information on any of these programs.

Suffolk ArtS NewS (continued)
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ArtS AdvocAcY

Arts Advocacy Resources
Sandra Ruppert, director of the Arts Education Partnership (AEP), would 
like to see arts advocates sharing more stories about the strategies 
and actions their employing to “ensure that all students receive a 
complete and balanced education that includes the arts as an essential 
component.” The first step to successful arts advocacy, however, is to get 
the facts about arts education and its benefits. For the facts, Ms. Ruppert 
recommends the following resources:
ArtsEdSearch.org – a clearinghouse of arts education research. Visit 
http://www.artsedsearch.org/
Preparing Students for the Next America – AEP’s latest research 
bulletin provides an overview of how the arts support achievement, 
promote 21st century skills, and enrich lives and community. Visit http://
www.aep-arts.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/Preparing-Students-
for-the-Next-America-FINAL.pdf
What School Leaders Can Do to Increase Arts Education – This 
AEP guide offers school principals concrete actions to increase arts 
education in their schools. Visit http://www.aep-arts.org/wp-content/
uploads/2012/08/What-School-Leaders-Can-Do-To-Increase-the-Arts.pdf
New Opportunities for Interest-Driven Arts Learning in a Digital 
Age, The Wallace Foundation – This report explores “interest-driven 
arts learning,” which involves exploring the arts that emerge from the 
student’s own creative passions. Visit http://www.wallacefoundation.
org/knowledge-center/arts-education/key-research/Documents/New-
Opportunities-for-Interest-Driven-Arts-Learning-in-a-Digital-Age.pdf

Arts Access in US Schools (2009-10 FRSS) – In this report, the 
US Department of Education and the Institute of Education Sciences 
offer data on student access to arts education as well as resources for 
arts instruction. Visit http://www.aep-arts.org/resources-2/report-arts-
education-in-public-elementary-and-secondary-schools/

PTA Reflections Kicks Off
Reflections, a National PTA program that celebrates arts in the school 
community, officially kicked off during September’s Arts in Education 
Week. The Reflections program is designed to raise awareness of the 
importance of arts education and to encourage school communities to 
participate in the arts. The National PTA welcomes school communities 
to become part of the Reflections program.
Each year, thousands of students reflect on a common theme and 
create original works of art in the categories of dance choreography, 
film production, literature, music composition, photography and visual 
arts. This year’s theme is “The world would be a better place if…”  
To start a PTA Reflections program in your school community, contact 
your state PTA for instructions and materials. A Reflections Toolkit and 
other information are available on the National PTA website at http://
www.pta.org/programs/ArtsinEducation.cfm?navItemNumber=510.  
To see award-winning artwork in the categories of dance choreography, 
film production, literature, music composition, photography and visual 
arts, visit the PTA online gallery at http://onevoice.pta.org/?p=4462

ArtS iNtegrAtioN

Students Design, Fabricate Across the Curriculum
At one Pittsburg-area middle school, students are designing and 
fabricating accessories for iPads, programming video games, designing 
robots and creative video commercials – among other things. Elizabeth 
Forward Middle School has infuse visual art, math and English instruction 
with media arts, graphics and computer science by revamping and 
coordinating the art, computer and woodshop classrooms. According to 
Elizabeth Forward Superintendent Dr. Bart Rocco, learning how to design 
and create are critical steps in the thinking process. “We’re teaching those 
aspects we know are going to help children in future.” The success of the 
program has inspired similar initiatives in other Pittsburgh Public Schools 
as well as in McKeesport, Seneca Valley and West Allegheny school 
districts. To read more, visit http://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2014/09/12/
nations-top-arts-education-leaders-meet-in-pittsburgh/

Whole Brain Instruction: Making a Difference
The Right Brain Initiative reports a “strong correlation” between its 

“whole brain” activities and increases in test scores among students, 
Grades K-8, in the Portland, OR, metropolitan area. Launched in 2008, 
The Initiative promotes whole brain learning through arts-integrated 
instruction developed by teachers and artists working together. 

For Initiative’s 2014 progress report, published in September, the 
standardized test scores of 18,711 students who attended Right Brain- 
partner schools between the 2008-09 and 2012-13 academic years were 
analyzed by the Portland State University and a national consulting firm. 
The results showed that prior to schools partnering with Right Brain, 
the average annual increase in reading test scores was 2 points. After 
the first year with the program, student test scores jumped 6.8 points. 
Moreover, reading test scores continued to rise as schools moved closer 
to full engagement in the program. The rate of increase was even higher 
for math scores and highest for English language proficiency. To read 
more from this report and about The Right Brain Initiative, visit http://
therightbraininitiative.org/

CALL FOR REVIEWS OF RESIDENCY PROGRAMS

Residencies offer some of the most valuable Arts-in-Education experiences, giving students ongoing, sustained learning with artists and 
specialists in the arts fields. To honor the value of residencies, ESBOCES Arts-in-Ed will highlight these types of experiences in this monthly 
newsletter. Please send us a few paragraphs, photos (if available, and always w/ releases, please) to help us herald the residencies you are 

offering your students. Email Carol Brown at cbrown@esboces.org
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Editors
Susan Neale      Diane Bloxon      Carol Brown 

www.esboces.org/AIE

Please submit articles and items of interest  
to Carol Brown: cbrown@esboces.org

631-286-6989  (voice)
631-286-6991  (fax)

WEB VIEWS

Quote of Month

“All anybody needs to know about prizes is that Mozart never won one.”
– Henry Mitchell

editoriAl StAff:

MArk Your cAleNdAr…
November 4.   Suffolk County Symposium Day for Music Educators. Commack MS.  jratner@bufsd.org

November 4.   Balanced Mind Conference. Contact Nassau NYSCAME.  nassaunyscame@aol.com

November 21.   Stage the Change. Student Theatre Conference.  Tilles Center for the Performing Arts.  theatredept@hauppauge.k12.ny.us

7 TIPS TO STIMULATE ART CRITIQUES
Want to help your students become better art critics? The Kennedy Center’s ArtsEdge has put together a list of ways to encourage students to 
think critically and articulate their views on artworks, including plays, visual artworks, dance pieces, or music compositions. Visit http://artsedge.
kennedy-center.org/educators/how-to/tipsheets/art-crit-made-easy

WEBSITE TURNS THE CLASSROOM INTO A FILM STUDIO – FOR FREE!
The Virtual Film School teaches teachers and students the basics of camera work and editing. In a one-hour session, a teacher and students learn 
film-making basics and then shoot a short film – for free! Teachers don’t have to have any prior experience to get started. They just have to visit 
the website – along with their students – and follow the step-by-step guide. The goal of the Virtual Film School is the get every classroom making 
films. To learn how, visit http://www.youngfilmacademy.co.uk/film-in-schools/virtual-film-school

COMPETITION HONORS EXPRESSIONS OF GRATITUDE
The fall is a great time to reinforce the importance of thanksgiving and gratitude. Each year, The Expressions of Gratitude Arts Competition awards 
young artists, Grades K-12, who express a cultural or personal perspective on gratitude. The Expression of Gratitude’s 2014 theme is “I am grateful 
for the Golden Rule.” Student artists are being asked to create an artwork – visual arts, essay or dance – that reflects  the notion of treating others 
as they would want to be treated. Entries are being accepted through December 15, 2014. Cash awards will be given to the winning students 
as well as double that amount to their teachers to support teaching arts in schools. For more information, visit http://www.thanksgiving.org/
events/expressions-competition/. For Competition Entry packet http://www.thanksgiving.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/2014_Expresssions_
Information_Packet.pdf
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Eastern Suffolk BOCES does not discriminate against any employee, student, applicant for employment, or candidate for enrollment on the basis of sex, gender, 
race, color, religion or creed, age, weight, national origin, marital status, disability, sexual orientation, military or veteran status, domestic violence victim status, 
genetic predisposition or carrier status, or any other classification protected by Federal, State, or local law.  Eastern Suffolk BOCES also provides equal access 
to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups.  Inquiries regarding the implementation of applicable laws should be directed to either of the Eastern 
Suffolk BOCES Civil Rights Compliance Officers:  the Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources, 201 Sunrise Highway, Patchogue, NY 11772, 631 687-
3029, ComplianceOfficers@esboces.org; or the Associate Superintendent for Educational Services, 201 Sunrise Highway, Patchogue, NY 11772, 631 687-3056, 
ComplianceOfficers@esboces.org.  Inquiries may also be addressed to the Office for Civil Rights at the US Department of Education, 32 Old Slip, 26th Floor, New 
York, NY  10005, 646-428-3800, OCR.NewYork@ed.gov.
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